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MIDLAND HOSPITAL — COMPLETION DATE 

232. Mr R.H. COOK to the Minister for Health: 
I refer to the minister’s media statement of 5 November 2008 in which he stated that a new metropolitan general 
hospital at Midland will be opened by 2014. 
(1) What guarantee can the minister provide to the house that the hospital will be completed by 2014? 
(2) What funding has been allocated to the project? 
(3) Given that an architect is yet to be appointed, how many months behind schedule does the minister 

expect the project to run? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 
(1)-(3) The shadow minister has a bit of a hide asking a question about times and delays on hospitals such as 

Midland, when the former government promised that Fiona Stanley Hospital would be completed by 
2010. It should, therefore, have been finished — 

Mr T.R. Buswell: How is it going? 

Dr K.D. HAMES: How is it going? It is going well, now that we have control of the project, and will be starting 
very shortly. We have already appointed the contractor. However, every time members opposite stood in this 
place and promised it, the completion date was a year later and every year the budget went up. It was originally 
$400 million-plus. We told members opposite that that was not enough. We said to the minister, “Minister, it 
costs $1 million a bed. You’ve got about $500 000 a bed. We think you don’t have enough.” Therefore, up the 
figure went to $800 million, then $1 billion and finally finishing at just under $1.8 billion. When was it to be 
finished when members opposite left government? It was to be finished in 2010, and then it moved to 2014-15. 

Mr M. McGowan: Answer the question. You can’t answer it. Just say you don’t know. 

The SPEAKER: Order, member for Rockingham! 

Dr K.D. HAMES: It is my answer and I will give my answer in whatever order I like. 

Point of Order 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Mr Speaker, in light of the minister’s extraordinarily arrogant comment just a moment 
ago, I draw your attention to standing order 78, which reads — 

An answer must be relevant to the question. 
The question was specifically — 
Several members interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I do not often take a point of order on relevance, but the question — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Order, members to my right!  

Mr M. McGOWAN: I do not often take a point of order. However, it is beyond the pale when the minister 
refuses whatsoever to address the subject in his answer and, when requested to by the opposition, says that he 
will answer the question however he likes. The minister should be drawn back to the actual question and asked 
whether he will answer it. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: Further to the point of order, Mr Speaker, the opposition raised a question that dealt with a 
particular hospital, but that was in the general context of budgets, time periods and delays. I have been 
presenting, as the first half of my answer to the question, something extremely relevant — 

Mr E.S. Ripper interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order, Leader of the Opposition!  

Dr K.D. HAMES: — which was the former government’s failure to address issues of time, budget and delay. 

Mr I.C. BLAYNEY: Mr Speaker. 

The SPEAKER: No; we are still going. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order, members! I will deal with the point of order that the member for Rockingham has 
inquired into and then the further point of order from the Minister for Health. Firstly, member for Rockingham, I 
do not believe there is a point of order. Secondly, there is an opportunity for the member for Kwinana to ask a 
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further question of the minister if he does not believe that the information that has been provided to this point is 
appropriate or what he is seeking. I will sit down and give the member for Kwinana the opportunity to ask a 
supplementary question if that is what he would prefer to do, otherwise — 

Mr R.H. Cook: No, I was just not aware that he had finished his question. 

The SPEAKER: Had the minister concluded his remarks? 

Dr K.D. HAMES: No, sorry, I had not concluded my remarks. I sat down because of the point of order, and then 
there was a further point of order. I would like to continue to answer the question if I may. 

The SPEAKER: Answer the question, minister. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Dr K.D. HAMES: I have already demonstrated to the opposition its arrogance in asking this question about an 
area in which it comprehensively failed.  

Several members interjected. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: The first thing I did when I got into government was talk to the former Minister for Health, 
who advised me of a couple of things: firstly, that there was a $100 million deficiency in the former Treasurer’s 
budget to fund the Joondalup hospital. Secondly, that the budget for the Midland hospital was also $100 million 
deficient. The new figures that had come in prior to the former Premier calling the election showed that there 
was a significant shortfall of $100 million in the budget that the former Treasurer had allocated for that particular 
job. 

Several members interjected. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: I have stated that I shall not resile from that completion date of 2014 —  

Mr T.G. Stephens: You’re a spineless jelly bag! 

The SPEAKER: Order, member for Pilbara! 

Dr K.D. HAMES: Remember, that is still five years away — 

Mr R.F. Johnson: Point of order! 

Dr K.D. HAMES: No, do not call it; it does not worry me. 

Point of Order 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The point of order is in reference to other members in this house. I have heard the 
reference that the member for Pilbara made and the way he described the Minister for Health. Members opposite 
are trying the patience of the Speaker, I think, and the patience of government members by trying to see how far 
they can go with calling members names in this house. I ask Mr Speaker to make a ruling that the member for 
Pilbara should withdraw that, and perhaps then members will not be so inclined to drop to that degree again. 

Mr M. McGowan: Point of order! 

The SPEAKER: Before the member for Rockingham makes the point of order, I remember that last week in this 
place very similar words to the words that the member for Pilbara is using were actually used by a member from 
the other side. At that point I made reference to that member’s choice of language. I advised him on that 
occasion that he might like to think further about his comments and what he was going to talk to next time he 
was on his feet in this place. 

I suggest to all members that they think very carefully about words that they might use to describe members on 
either side of this place. I have been tolerant of the member for Pilbara because I think he might be just using the 
words in a provocative sense, and that is the way I am accepting it at the moment. I note that I do not think the 
Minister for Health is taking any offence to those particular words, but they do not impress me and I do not want 
to hear them repeated. That is my decision; that is my ruling on the subject. If the member for Rockingham 
wants to make a further point of order, I am prepared to accept that. But what I would like this house to do is to 
proceed with this particular question that has been asked of the Minister for Health. I shall ask the Minister for 
Health to resume his answer and continue to its conclusion. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: I thank you, Mr Speaker, and, no, I do not take offence; in fact I am probably one of the few 
members in this whole chamber who get on well with the member. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Dr K.D. HAMES: I shall return to my statement that — 

Mr M. McGowan: Answer the question! 
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Dr K.D. HAMES: I do not resile from the fact that I am still ambitious about the completion of the hospital by 
2014, but I shall have to consider different ways of doing it. One way is to talk to the commonwealth, and I have 
raised this as one of the projects to which it may like to contribute from the Infrastructure Australia fund to get it 
on budget. Another alternative is to consider, as we are doing with Princess Margaret Hospital for Children, 
whether a public-private partnership might not be an alternative method of seeking funding to get it on time and 
on budget.  

Several members interjected. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: I am not going to rule it out; I am keeping all options open. I am not going to change the date 
for completion. There is certainly not enough money there and that is the former government’s fault, not ours — 

Several members interjected. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: It is! It is the former government’s fault, not ours! The budget was $120 million short on the 
day we arrived. That is the former government’s fault, not ours, but I will still try to achieve the timetable that 
was put forward by the former Minister for Health.  
 


